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ADVERTISEMENT. 
1 HA VE frequently been ſolicited to ub 7/400 


4 Volume of Sermons : it ſeems to me, however, 
that ſome fhort, yet full, Sketches of Diſcourſes, 
publicly delivered, might be 51 acceptable to 

— ſerious perſons, as helps both for private and 
domeſtic worſhip, eſpecially With ſuitable Hymns 


annexed, and at a moderate price. I offer this, 


therefore, as a ſpecimen to my friends; and par- 
ticularly to thoſe who mourn with me the bereave- 
ment of near and dear relations. If encouraged, I 
propoſe, with Divine help, to begin and go through 
all the Beatitudes, he Moral Law, and the ad- 
mirable Prayer of our Saviour. May the Maſter 
of our Aſſemblies bleſs his own Word; and may 
the Spirit of God revive and fix its _—_— 
hon all our liearts f 

| G. O. 


Worceſter, 
44th September, 1797: 
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SERMONIC SKETCHES. 


NUMBER III. 


MOURNERS COMFORTED. 
Marruxw " 4. 


| Ble fed are they that mourn, for "they fall 
be comforted. 


USTLY ; is our divine Saviour termed, the 
conſolation of Iſrael; the friend of help- 


leſs ſinners, and the Phyſician of dying ſouls. 
He came not to aſſume worldly pomp or 


greatneſs himſelf; nor to recommend or pro- 


miſe ſuch lying vanities to his diſciples. He 
came to enlighten the blind, to looſe the cap- 


tive, to quicken the dead, and to heal the 


broken hearted. For theſe gracious purpoſes 


the ſpirit of Jehovah was moſt eminently upon 


him: ſee J/aiah 61, 2.—Luke 4, 18. The 


law of kindneſs was upon his lips; and all 
his work, and doctrine, and life, and death 
breathe good-will to man. — But we muſt 


remember, the benefits which Chriſt imparts 
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are appropriate, and ſuitable to the ſtate of 


his people; for the unſpeakable bleſſedneſs 


of divine conſolation, can only be received 


and enjoyed by real Mourners: 7. e. by thoſe 


who to lowlineſs of mind unite contrition of 


heart, and who lament their {in and miſery 
with godly ſorrow. Theſe perſons, however 


dejected and deſpiſed, are precious in the 


fight of God: to ſuch he looks with peculiar 


regard, and with them will he dwell, by the 


mighty influence of his grace and Spirit, to 


revive and comfort and bleſs them. For 


thus ſaith the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth 
Eternity, whoſe name is Holy; I dwell in tlie 


I. Lr us therefore endeavour reverently 


high and holy place, with him alſo that is of a 
conirite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of 
lie humble, and to revive the heart 7. the contrite 

ones. — Iſaiah 57, 15. 


to underſtand the character of thoſe who 


mourn. They are not diſappointed world- 


lings; nor affected penitents; nor hypocritical 


devotees; nor frightened malefactors, trem- 


bling at expected Judgment. No, but 


ſpiritual mourners, who are broken down 
under conviction of fin, diſguſted with the 


| deceitful vanities of life, and ſeriouſly con- 


| cerned to obtain laſting conſolation. It ar 


by NT — ͤ — ä—U—) 2 xñxñ— n. —— 


aſſiſt our meditations to arrange the ſeveral 
ideas deſcriptive of religious mourners. | 
1. They deeply feel and lament the burden 
of Guilt, Divine light has broke in upon 
their underſtanding, and ſtrong conviction 
impreſſed their Judgment; ſo that they know 
they are ſinners, and as ſuch condemned, ex- 
poſed, and helpleſs. They ſee the oppoſition 
of their carnal mind to a holy, juſt, and good 
Lord; they mark the purity and excellence 
of that moral law, againſt which they have 
ſo often and ſo highly offended; and they 
bitterly bewail their eſtrangement from the 
God of their lives, and their expoſure to his 
wrath. Being thus “ pricked to the heart, 
and viewing the terrors of the Almighty armed 
againſt them, they make no vain excuſes, they 
| bak nodangerous palliatives: but renouncing 
themſelves and the world, with broken ſpirits, 
and with ſtreaming eyes, they fall down be- 
fore the throne of Grace, each crying“ Guilty, 
guilty; Unclean, unclean: God be merciful 
to me aſinner!” Such was David as deſcribed, 
Pſalm 51ſt; and the Prodigal, Luke 15, 18. 
2. They are alſo oppreſſed with a body of 
Corruption; not merely burdened with Guilt, 
but wearied of Sin. They mourn for the total 
depravity of their whole nature; the blindneſs 


6 
of mind, hardneſs of heart, obſtinacy of will, 
and perverſeneſs of affection, which con- 
tinualy beſet and diſtreſs them. Reflecting 
on childhood and youth, they are pained at 
palt ollies and vanities; and knowing the 
| bitterneſs of tranſgreſſion, they are grieved 
at the apprehenſion © of one day falling by 

the hand of their enemies.” The impotence 

of their own beſt reſolutions, and the ſtrength 


of various temptations, and the malice of 


the great Adverſary, fill their hearts with 
anxiety, and overwhelm them with diſtrefling 
fears. Wretch that I am, who fhall deliver 
mie from this body of fin and death!” This was 
St. Paul's condition, as expreſſed Rom. vii. 
48; 24 © -: | : 
3. True ſpiritual 8 4 the loſs 
of divine Favour, and tremble at the thought 
of final apoſtacy, and rejection from God. If 
preſent guilt be fo intolerable to the con- 
ſcience, and if corruptions be ſo ſtrong, how 
awful muſt the ſtate of the nally impenitent 
and the unalterably wicked be! But thus to 
think of loſing the bleſſed enjoyment of 
God, — being as an outcaſt from his preſence; 
the everlaſting companion of the vileſt crea- 
tures,—and the prey of deathleſs remorſe and 
_ deſpair ; this indeed is ſufficient to excite the 
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moſt ſerious concern, to melt the ſoul in 
ſevereſt woe! and yet this horrid weight of 
miſery is often juſtly apprehended, becauſe by 
ſinit is deſerved! This is the ſorrow of ſor- 


rows; the idea of i it alarmed even Paul—vide 1 


1 Cor. 9, 27. left I ſhould be reprobate! 
4. The Mourners in Zion, are ſincerely 
grieved on account of the prevailing wicked- 
neſs of the world. The heart entendered by 
conviction, feels not only for the natural 
ſorrows—the pain, want, ſickneſs, and miſery 
of mankind; but is much more deeply af- 
fected becauſe of general error, licentiouſneſs, 
and iniquity. Looking around us we perceive 
diſorder and unhappineſs. Marks of original 
apoſtacy appear in all; and the gay and the 
grave, without Chriſt, ſeem equally the prey 
of corrupt luſts, the vaſſals of Satan, and the 
| heirs of condemnation, Thinking on the 
preſent enmity of man againſt God; the 
various forms of fin; and the tremendous 
wretchedneſs to which it leads: this wrings 
the benevolent ſpirit with unutterable ſorrow. 
Thus the Pſalmiſt“ beheld the tranſgreſſors 
and was grieved, becauſe they kept not 
God's law; and thus Jeſus himſelf beheld 
the iniquitous Jeruſalem, and wept over it. 
And the ſame lamentation every mourner 
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may juſtly take up, over the thoughleſs, un- 
believing, and impenitent ſinner: © Oh that 
thou hadft known, at leaſt thou, in this thy day, 
the things that belong to * Ps ide 
aal, n 


5. Such as are called to conflict with pe- 
culiar trials and afflictions, of body, mind, 


or eſtate, may truly mourn. Our frail taber- 


nacles are liable to a variety of diſeaſes; 


ſome acutely painful; many tediouſly ex- 


hauſting ; and all indicating original tranſ- 
greſſion, and leading to certain mortality 


and diſſolution. Now, though divine grace 
elevate the ſoul to the hope of a bleſſed 


reſurrection, yet ſtill © in this body we groan, 


being burdened ;” and the ſpirit often labours 
not only with bodily diſtreſs, but with tem- 
poral afflictions, and ſocial bereavements: as 
well as ſympathetic grief for the pains and 


troubles of others. 


6 To mourn and to ſorrow is mine, 
While bound in this priſon I breathe ; 
„And ſtill for deliverance pine, TT 
„ And look for the iflues of death.“ 


II. Bur now let us contemplate the 


_ reviving contraſt, — the bleſſedneſs which 


Chriſt reveals and imparts to all his ſpiritual 


mourners. Now it is our unſpeakable mercy, 
that while © the ſorrow of the world worketh 
death, godly ſorrow (1. e. ſorrow concerning 
God) worketh life and peace.” While, there- 
fore, we are defirous of enjoying true con- 
ſolation, let it be deeply impreſſed upon our 
hearts, that as fin and the world are the true 
cauſes of pain and grief; and that we are 
totally inſufficient of ourſelves to procure 
ſolid ground of happineſs or joy: it is from 
God alone, through Chriſt, that we muſt. 
ſeek and receive theſe invaluable bleflings, 
And bleſſed for ever be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father 

of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, who 


; comforteth us in all our tribulations.” Here, 


as to the ſource of real comfort, I may re- 
commend the boundleſs pity of the Father, 
the amazing condeſcenſion of the Son, and 
the rich grace of the Spirit, who is juſtly | 
ſtyled the Combarier, and who is promiſed 

to all the afflicted diſciples of Jeſus. But 
we muſt now particularly conſider the nature | 
of their comfort. 


I. Believing Mourners are comforted 
with the revelation of pardoning mercy in 
| Jeſus Chriſt, As the ſaddeſt ſtate of the 
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foul is that of guilt and fear, ſo the 
ſureſt and ſweeteſt conſolation is that which 
is derived from a knowledge of ſalvation. 
« Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the fins of the world.” John i. 29.— 
In this view Chriſt is emphatically the com- 
fort of his people. He engaged in their 
behalf. He turned aſide the threatened 
ſhafts of vengeance, and © bore our ſins in his 
own body on the tree.” He hath made an 
end of ſin, and brought in an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs; and he hath not only made 


a way for our reſtoration to the favour and 


_ enjoyment of God, but he actually invites 
and encourages every convinced repentant 
ſinner: © Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt. I am the good ſhepherd, that giveth his 

life for the ſheep. Be of good chear, your 
fins are forgiven you; and in me ye ſhall 

have peace.”—See Matthew, xi. 28. | 

2. True mourners are and ſhall be com- 
forted by the ſpecial influence of the holy 
ſpirit, as well as by the gracious friendſhip 


and communion of God. So our Blefled | 


Lord declares, © I will not leave you com- 
fortleſs; I will come unto you; and I will 
ſend you another ſpirit, who ſhall abide 


„ 
with you for ever.” It is the bleſſed provi- 
ſion of the goſpel that we have not only an 
atonement made for guilt by the blood of 
Chriſt, but an eſfectual influence enſured to 
_ enlighten, and chear, and ſanctify our ſouls. 
And this divine energy the mourning Chriſtian 
often feels inſpiring truſt and hope in the 
foul; applying with power the truths of 
Scripture; giving liberty and pleaſure in 
the exerciſe of devotion ; and drawing into 
delightful fellowſhip with God. 
3. Spiritual mourners arc ſeaſonably | com- 
forted by the means and ordinances of grace. 
In prayer and praiſe they can approach unto. 
God, as the fountain of mercy, and the 
giver of all good: and while they pour out 
their wants and wiſhes and ſorrows before 
him, they find the peace which paſſeth all 
underſtanding imparted, to revive and keep 
their hearts and minds through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus alfo in attending public %ruclion, they 
receive the word of Chriſt with gladneſs, and 
find it a lamp to illuminate their dark minds, 
and a cordial to reviye their E ſpirits. 
So in Baptiſm and the Supper of our Lord, 
humble penitent believers perceive the great 
love wherewith he hath loved them: and 
c 2 
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while following his commands they find pre- 
ſent peace, often forget, or loſe their burden, 
and bear away a bleſſing from the mercy- 
ſeat. 

4. Afflicted Chriſtians are ell con- 
ſoled and animated with the exceeding 
great and precious promiſes of the goſpel. 
Theſe indeed. are as ſtreams of water in a 
| barren land: they chear and quicken the de- 
jected ſoul. Here final peace and acceptance; 
| ſtrength and victory; deliverance from fin and 
ſorrow ; perfection of holineſs; re-union with 
the beloved people of God; the reſurrection 7 
of the body; and life everlaſting —all are in- 


ſured through Jeſus Chriſt. 


5. But mourners ſhall be fully drt, 
and our Lord's promiſe ultimately accom- 
pliſhed, when time ſhall be exchanged for 
eternity ! Death, though the king of terrors to 
the impenitent guilty, is the gate of bliſs to 
every believer; and through this, with 
Divine ſupport, the ranſomed ſoul enters 
into the full joy of the Lord. Then the con- 
flict ceaſes: then temptations vex no more: 

then the race is run, the battle fought, the 
prize obtained, and the days of mourning 
ended. Releaſed from the priſon of mor- 
tality, and admitted to the pure regions of 
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light and love, who can think, who deſcribe, 
the freedom, joy, and confidence of the im- 
mortal ſpirit! And when this mortal ſhall 
put on immortality; when the body ſown in 

corruption ſhall be raiſed in glory; united 
to its proper conſcious ſpirit, and tranſ- 
formed into the likeneſs of Chriſt's glorified 
body, then indeed the delight ſhall be com- 
plete—God ſhall wipe away all tears from 
all eyes, and communicate the fruition of : 
himſelf for ever.—See Iſaiah, xxxv. 10. 

As the Improvement of this ſubject, let us 
remember theſe few plain truths: — Sin is 
the cauſe of the bittereſt ſorrow, and leads 
the unbelieving and impenitent to endleſy 

woe; to utter darkneſs and deſpair 

6c A ſhut up heav'n, the ſharpeſt rod ! 

A gnawing hell, an angry God!” 
hut Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, is the 
compaſſionate Saviour of Sinners, the friend 
of Souls; he diſcovers the pardoning love of 
his Father; he purchaſed by his blood true 
peace and happineſs; and by his good Spirit 


| he applies divine Conſolation. © Let us 


therefore look unto him, for Mercy to pardon, 
and grace to help, in every time of need :” 
and while we enjoy the favour, the word, 


| „ 


and the hope of the Goſpel now; let us alſo 


look forward, and prepare for the fulneſs of 
Joy in the world above. In this ſtate of 
ſin and trial, we muſt ſuffer tribulation: but 


in Chriſt we have true peace; and in his 
preſence above, life and glory for ever! — 
There ſhall mourners be divinely comforted, 
There ſhall they meet the redeemed partners 
of their faith and love, freed from every 
burden. They ſhall retrace the ways of 
Providence with mutual fatisfaction, and 
acknowledge that the bitterneſs of ſorrow 
was the moſt ſalutary remedy, to wean from 
fin, and fit their fouls for heavenly joys. 
There ſhall they ſee “ the Man of Sorrows” 
himſelf, exalted in honour and Majeſty; and 
there celebrate the high praiſes of their God, 
Without interruption or end AEN 
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HYMN. 


— — 


FROM THEODOSIA. c. M. 


2 


— 


GOD THE ONLY REFUGE OF THE AFFLICTED. | 
Dr ar refuge of my weary ſoul, 
On thee, when ſorrows riſe! 


On thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
m7 fainting hope relies. 


To thee I tell each ri ing grief, 
For thou alone canſt heal ; ee 
Thy word can bring a ſweet relief, 

For ey, pang | feel, 


But oh! when gloomy doubts prey ail, 
| fear to call thee mine ; 
The ſprings of comfort ſeem to fail, 
And all my hopes decline. 


OY gracious God! where ſhall I flee? 
Thou art my only truſt; _ 

| And ſtill my ſoul would cleave to thee, 
Tho' proſtrate in the duſt. 


16 
 Haſt thou not bid me ſeek thy face, 
And ſhall I ſeek in vain? 
And can the ear of ſov'reign grace 
Be deaf when J complain? 


No, ſtill the ear of ſov'reign grace 
Attends the Mourner's pray'r; 
Ohl! may ever find acceſs, 
To breathe my ſorrows there. 


£6 


QT BS.. &c- 

How different is the eſtimate of God from that 
of man, concerning our preſent character and 
condition. — © You admire the gay and jovial part 
% of mankind, and pleaſe yourſelves with the hope 


of joy and feſtivity: but I ſay unto you, Happy 


« are the men of a more ſerious temper, and 
eſpecially they that now mourn under a peni- 


os tential ſenſe of their ſins; for they ſhall ere long 
A be comforted with the diſcoveries of God's for- 


giving love, and be cheered with the reviving 
5 of his ern anne, 
Vide Doddridge Exp. 


For promiſes to illuſtrate page 12, the reader is 


referred to Iſaiah xli. 10—Zech. xiii. 11 Tim. 


i. 1 5—2 Cor. xii, 9 Jom x. 28—Heb, xiii, * 
Rev. ii. 10. and vii. 16 & 17. 
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